IR Y

.

); irl Rao, 5 . ‘._;. :'.\“il"l N.‘-...,, Y s L
01,011‘,195,;?2@ P ith, ‘%2} Vol. Il No.1}§ |
 pune 1C% i ‘October 2, 1997 ||

)

@0 - OFTHE
651 CENTRE FOR POLICY

;(SANKA.R FOUNQQIIOM | oo

Qs g

N/ A

STUDIES @@ |

AT

R B e ]

—_—

,,mg GREATEST TREASURE"

yhave sense of uffer shame boih as an individual
g 0s e hegd of the Government of india that we
ould have failed 10 protect the greatest freasure that
- possessed:" said Javfcrh arfal Nehru in the Constitu-
onf Assembly WO days affer Mahotma Ganchi was stain,
i jhormoving speech Panait Ngbrg\g{sp, ascribed Gan-
i 05 'the grectest symbol gf'ie indidof the past

"1 of e Indi of the future® 13 %\

History tells us that dcrkne%qgmr%?f testhe “light
n the great. It happened i f@ﬁ!ﬁiin_399f§.C. wiien
serales was put fo death. | HapRengd.again in 32
4D, when in Golgotha Jesus Christ-was: neiled fo the

cross, [t was resnacted in Delhi on January 30, 1948

Jhen ‘the Father of the Nation', fovingly called Bapu,
was kiled by fhis own people *for whose redemption he
jved ond died.! What the dark forces exiinguished then
was only the body of Gandhiji. As Sarvepalli
rachakrishnan put it : "We have kiiled his body but the

it in him which is o light from above will penetrate

for info space and time and inspire countless generc-
fions for nobler fiving.”

It is thof spirit ihat India musi recover and that light
hat Incia must seek with renewed vigour and defermi-
nafion in the golden jubilee year of Independence. It
s no orainary spirit and light. The whole world found
NGandhiji a new hope for humankind battered, within
Uspace of thirfy years, by fwo ferrible wars. Scholars
"dscientists, statesmen and seers, poefs and philoso-
ers and millions of ordiinary people foo redlised the

P ,
~ "Werof fove and non-violence.
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;E“r leaders of the time of Independence, though
srucke ? by the sudden and tragic exit of the Mahaima,
insp,-m? the daunting task of nation-building, drawing
Sty ;
by him :’:}der lying the new. policy was largely nurtured
Vfolenc;e N itis a solid and durable value system. Non-
‘ ,_nl;fhe only panacea for the ills of humankind. If
U oy CU-Muslim unity then, it is communal harmony

" hope fo free the Indian sociely from the malaise of apa-

'Indic’s calendar but for the World af large. The trea-

on from Ganahiji's life and message. The value .

o ink egration now. If it was Harijon emancipa-

fion that Ganahiji crusaded for, it is social justice foday
meaning emancipation of nof only the Dalits, but ofall |
oppressed classes and women in general. No political !

- parly of government can question the essence of the

value system that Gandhiji so steadfastly nurlured. Only
by reaffirming our faith in the Gandhian approach and
by renewing our pledge to pursue those goals, can we

thy, corruption and greed for pelf and power.

- Gandhiji is India’s greatest gift fo the modern world. |
That is why October 2nd is an imporfant day nof only in

sure he bequeathed fous is inexhausfible. It is not con- .

' fined 7o India alons. 1 belengs fo all hose who believe’ |

in the uniqueness of the human spirit—all those who
accept that fove is greater than brute force and thaf

‘'man is more ‘vafuabfe than both machine and money.

Necessary for us to remind ourselves that Gandhiji
was not opposed either fo the use of machine .or the }
growth of Industry so long as it did not deprive the poor
and the downtrodden of their livelihood. He knew, bef- '
ter than others, about the difficulfies and hurdles.that
come in'the way of the emancipation of the poor. Some-
one quipped that ‘the meek shal inherif the earth but
not its mineral rights.’ It was for the poor and the meek
that Gandhiji lived and died. Their number has got de-
creased. Probably it never will. To them all in particular

October 2nd is a day fo remember. _
| ~The Editol
1

"The self-sacrifice of oné innocent man is a million
times stronger than the self-sacrifice of millions of
men who die in the act of killing others." _
; —~Gandhiji

*He has left as his herifage a spiritua force that must
in God's good fime prevail over arms and arma-

ments and dark doctrines of violence."
' —New York Times

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



